
MISSION
The Colorado “I Have a Dream” Foundation's 
mission is to empower children from low-income 
communities to succeed in school, college, and 
career by providing academic, social, and emotional 
support from elementary school through college, 
along with postsecondary tuition assistance.

VISION
The Colorado "I Have A Dream" Foundation works to 
ensure that all children have the opportunity to 
pursue higher education, fulfill their potential, and 
achieve their dreams.

CIHAD GIVES YOUTH THE FOUNDATION AND 
TOOLS TO BUILD A GREAT FUTURE.
There is no such thing as a one size fits all approach 
to meeting the varied needs of youth, fulfilling their
individual visions and growing their passions. CIHAD 
makes a long-term investment and works to ensure 
that Dreamers not only graduate from high school 
but have a plan for the future, and the opportunity to 
pursue post-secondary or workforce goals.  
Academic excellence is established by providing 
educational enrichment programs such as 
S.T.E.A.M. clubs, tutoring, summer camps, college 
preparation and workforce development designed to 
support their academic and career achievement.

COLORADO "I HAVE A DREAM" FOUNDATION 
Educates and Empowers youth to Achieve their 
greatest dreams by leveling the playing field to 
opportunities. The foundation helps to close the 
educational gaps by providing individualized social, 
emotional, and academic support to youth in under-
resourced communities. By leveraging proven 
methods that account for the whole child and by 
giving youth equal access to the resources they need 
to succeed, student dreamers can see more 
possibilities and ignite their innate potential to attain 
their dreams.

CIHAD EMPOWERS YOUTH TO GRADUATE 
FROM HS, COLLEGE AND TRADE SCHOOLS.
Our expectation is that every Dreamer will be 
prepared for college or trade school, obtain a
degree/certification, and will have a viable path into 
the workforce. In collaboration with local, state and 
national partners, CIHAD has established a K-career 
workforce pipeline by aligning program supports with 
district educational policies and practices. But also by 
building a network of support that is strengthened by 
parent and community engagement. Each program 
element is focused on developing strong individuals, 
building curiosity and providing a multitude of 
experiences that will impact their life's trajectory. 

AT A GLANCE
Colorado "I Have A Dream" Foundation Helps Remove Road Blocks to Create A Path to 
Success for Youth, Allowing them to See A Future They Might Have Never Envisioned. 

College graduates earn an additional $1M in lifetime earnings

Dreamers are 3X more likely to earn a bachelor's degree

For more than 30 years, CIHAD has impacted 1,300 young people throughout Colorado

currently serves 517elementary and 120 middle school students, and 138 Dreamers in college and early career 
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Nationally, 90% of all Dreamers graduate high school
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WHAT THE GOVERNOR SAYS ABOUT COLORADO "I HAVE A DREAM" FOUNDATION
"Children deserve someone in their lives who believes in their dreams just as much as they do. Colorado 'I Have A Dream' Foundation has 
played this role for countless kids across the state for 30 years. Thank you, CIHAD and all the hardworking students with big goals & 
unlimited potential.” - Governor Jared Polis

1,300+  
youth served
By 2022, CIHAD will provide 

supports to 875 students at the 
Ruben Valdez campus annually

CIHAD Dreamers have an 90% high school graduation rate

CIHAD has a 82% college retention rate for students at a 2-or 4-year college

ABOUT OUR DREAMERS 

On a typical week, 

175 
Dreamers and their 

families are 
provided with food 

support

89%
of Dreamers are 

eligible for free and 
reduced lunch

94% of Dreamers are students of color

75% of Dreamers (K-8) are English language learners

$2,000 average CIHAD spend per student

$1.4M plus awarded in college scholarships
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